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Have you seen the ad on the back page of recent VILLAGE VOICES that reads 
“THE DEAD KENNEDYS ARE COMING, THE DEAD KENNEDYS ARE COMING"? Whoever sub- 
mitted that should have added "TO ARMS"! Indeed it seems as if we are about 
to be invaded. Bands from CALIFORNIA, ENGLAND & IRELAND are all on their way 
to NEW YORK to entertain us this spring. At this point we can expect the 
CIRCLE JERKS, DEAD KENNEDYS, DAMNED, BUZZCOCKS, STIFF LITTLE FINGERS, BILLY 
IDOL without GEN X, and the WANDERERS, which is SHAM 69 with STIV BATORS in 
place of JIMMY PURSEY. Excuse me while I wine the drool off this paver. 


A bit of traveling is necessary now, however. ‘Ihe past 
three months there have been shows up and down the East Coast. Manhatten 
appearances are more rare these days. Since the last issue there have been 
a fewer 


Ssimscaqoks at the PEPPERMINT LOUNGE, SAT FEB 21, 

If you weren't there you should have been. After a fairly enjoyable set by 
the OFFS, we were tortured by rotten videos (who cares about SHOX LUMANIA 
anyway) while attempting to escape the nauseating ROCKPOOL trendy hit parade 
coming from the DJ. All exits being final, one must often choose between 
two horrors. (Note: the video lounge is in itself not a bad idea, and the 
VJ is sometimes interesting, depending on the quality of the tapes in ques- 
tion). The place was so packed it was difficult to walk from room to room. 
Some minutes before the STIMS went on, I fought my way to the front lines. 
The lights were already dimmed and there was an atmosphere of excited anti- 
cipation. When the band took the stage I was crushed against the front edge. 


Guitarist DENISE MERCEDES‘ performance was excellent, and PATRICK MACK 
sang with an impressive new conviction. The place has a great sound sys- 
tem, and the sound that night was truly awesome. Much of the crowd was 
seeing the band for the first time. During BLIND AMBITION I went upstairs 
to the balcony to find people bopping about, caught up in the dubbish bass 
line. 


FRI & SAT FEB 27,28 the STIMULATORS played BOTONY. Friday they were good 
and Saturday they were very good indeed. Midway through the set on Friday 
the band drew names out cf a hat to determine who would win the “valuable 
gifts" which were to have been given to the one who could guess the Number 
One song in JACK RABID'S HARDCORE HOT 100 COUNTDOWN. (It was LOOKALIKES by 
the DRONES from the rare album FURTHER TEMPTATIONS. TI was not surprised 
that nobody got it, but I sure was glad because I got to keep the first 
prize, a pair of plastic toy handcuffs). Saturday night NASTYFACTS was the 
I hadn't seen them before, and I was quite impressed. Young 
and tight, they are to be watched. Their cover of the BEATLES I'VE JUST 
ded me in originality of approach of the DAMNED version of 


portance of a club like BOTONY shoulda not be underestimated. Since 
before its factual demise) there has not been 
a club where underground or unknown bands could play regularly. Complaints 
about the sound system are irrelevant if accurate (TR3's sound was ten times 
On nights when established bands like the STIMULATORS 
he club fills up with young fans. An enlightened 
p them coming back on a regular basis to check out 


will draw enough to cover a high overhead, a 
encourage the vibrant young scene which looks like 
w York. Now if only the doorman .... 


SAT MAR 7 was a landmark event at CLUB 57 at 
IRVING PLAZA. Four New York bands played and 
some 800 people showed upt The occasion was 
HARLEY'S BIRTHDAY BASH (the drummer turned 14 

at midnite) and in order of appearance the FAST, 
HEROES, RATTLERS & STIMULATORS played. I missed 
the FAST, arriving in time for the HEROES. 

Good for you, WALTER LURE! It was refreshing 

to see that his band was not doing old HEART- 
BREAKERS' songs. The set was really good, in- 
cluding some older rock-type songs. They even 
did a RAY CHARLES cover. Walter looks like he's 
having fun with this band. He's an accomplished 
guitarist who doesn't belong in the shadow of 
JOHNNY THUNDERS because he's as good. 


Next was the RATTLERS, you remember them, they have famous relatives. Unfor- 

tunately this is where all interest in them ends, Although they are fairly 

tight, can play a little, and have a good drummer,. there is really nothing to 

them. They just don't compel close attention. Perhaps adding a singer to 

their lineup would help (and I don't mean LESTER BANGS), ho Sang with the in 74 wher the 
at Giralland. They opened for 


tees ced pare God CEA shine 


Near the end of their set they announced that in honor of Harley's birthday 
they wished to give us a “special treat" by bringing out a few "friends." I 
couldn't guess who they might be. Sure enough out popped JOEY RAMONE, the 
brother of MITCH, guitar player for the RATTLERS. I was surprised to see 
WALTER LURE come out too, I had been expecting JOHNNY RAMONE, who was in 
attendance (or maybe ANDY WARHOL?...), I got another suprise when we re- 
ceived a confident, rock version of I FOUGHT THE LAW rather than a pointless 
RAMONES' cover. It would have made BOBBY FULLER proud, and it certainly put 
the CLASH to shame. Joey actually looked pretty good standing upright in his 
modest, neat clothes as compared to the mook who usually sings all bent over 
in his leathers. 


It was then time for the STIMULATORS 

What really impressed me however was the audience. Through the previous two 
bands the crowd was relatively still, attentively watching. It had approved 
the star turns which closed the RATTLERS’ set, but things were pretty re- 
served most of the night. Just before the STIMS came on everyone started to 
pack against the stage. When the band started to play, the whole floor began 
to dance. I had to blink my eyes to make sure that it wasn't an English band 
onstage, because I hadn't ever seen a whole crowd dancing against each other 
at IRVING for any non-official British event. Lines of people were dancing 
as far back as the sound man, some forty feet. Everyone just seemed to know 
that the STIMULATORS were the main attraction of the night. I went up to the 
balcony and stared down in disbelief. As for the entire evening, ~I think 
CLUB 57 should be commended. Recently the RITZ decided to fill up a slow 
night with a NEW YORK BAND NIGHT. They have put ads in the VOICE and made a 
big deal about it but no-one seems to attach any importance to it. CLUB SH 
simply booked these bands on a certain normal night for itself and presented 
them for what they are. It mattered little where they came from, except as 
one point of reference. New York has a few worthwhile bands among all the 
“art/no wave” B.S. and it's good to see them get support and recognition. 


fatrice Mack being cholad by Moje . 
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FRI MARCH 13 I went up to the LEFT BANK in MT. 
VERNON, NY for the STIMULATORS. The crowd 

was similar to the one at their previous date 
at this club. They still dance to the B-52'S, 
POLICE, DEVO, etc. RALPH NEWMAN has gotten 
them introduced to a lot more, and with a 

huge record collection going back as far as 
anyone would care to go he reminds everyone 
that rock was not born yesterday or even last 
week. I enjoyed very much playing for this 
crowd - it is very satisfying to see someone 
who requests the ROLLING STONES dancing ten 
minutes later to the BUZZCOCKS. Now also, new 
since last January, the crowd danced to the 
band in a much more general way. Good for 
them! Everyone is entitled to 45 minutes of 
freedom. 


TACK RAB\O 


PROTO: 


SAT MARCH 14 I was back in Manhatten for the New York debut of BLACK FLAG. 
Seeing them here was considerably different from seeing them at the STARWOOD 
or the POLISH HALL in LA. They were much looser here. MISSION OF BURMA 


from Boston opened, the less said of them the better.- BLACK FLAG came out ) 
j MA aceat bard that played ice Ship! 
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and started with DAMAGED. But first they spent a long time tuning By the 
time they started to play the songs on their records they had it together. 
They make a lot of noise. They have big amp and they play loud and trebly. 
There were a lot of people from Washington DC there, many I recognized from 
the STIMULATORS-BAD BRAINS show at the 9:30 Club last January. I must admit 
that I was a little upset at attempts to turn the dance floor into the mess 
that it is in LA. Ctmon, fellas, this was the PEPPERMINT LOUNGE in NEW YORK, 
not HOLLYWOOD, and the so-called "Hippies"* (basically anyone who wasn’t D 
dancing, and a few who were) totally outnumber you, but did not get in your 
way. In LA the “hippies” get in trouble for trying to get involved in the | 
upfront vicious dancing. It seems to me pretty ridiculous that people should 
be attacked for the crime of dancing with the wrong outfit or haircut, and 
moreover people have the right to stand off to the side and just watch if 
they so choose, and to go out of your way to bother them is a stupid, macho 
phoney trip. Dancing in front of the stage where I could watch the singer, 
DEZ, I was and am more interested in seeing the band than in seeing how many 
people I could annoy, injure, etc. I enjoyed the band and I hope they come 
back soon, but I hate to see this kind of fake toughness going on. As one 
person stated "If your so tough go take on a Hell's Angel, their hair is 
longer than yours." If you insist on this bullshit attitude than we may as 
well forget all the positive aspects of our scene and chuck the whole thing 
out the window. And may a hippie beat the living shit out of you. 


aek, Rabel 


COMING UP: The STIMULATORS at MAX'S KANSAS CITY, FRI MARCH 27. I'm really 
excited over this one, because their shows here have always been 
incredible. I still think this is the best place to see this 
band. Great sound and rea] atmosphere. You'll kick yourself if 
you miss this show... The DAMNED are announced for the PEPPER - 
MINT LOUNGE and the LEFT BANK. They haven't played New York 
since June 1979 when they played at HURRAH with the STIMULATORS 

and /\\s€itsin the good old days of JiM FOURATT booking that club. Hopefully 
they will have their stuff together this time. Watch out for 
new songs like WAIT FOR THE BLACKOUT and THERE AIN'T NO SANITY 
CLAUSE. See you there. 


BACK ISSUES: Send fifty-cents (50¢) preferably in stamps, and a self- 
addressed stamped envelope, to JACK RABID, P.0. BOX 1849, 
COLLEGE STATION, EASTON PA 18042. 
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- JUNE 1980 (white) Sorry, sold out. 

NOV 1980 (pink) STIMS AT waAx'S 

- JAN 1981 (blue) BUZZCCCKS/RITZ; SPIZ2; 
STIMULATORS MAX'S, LAFAYETTE COLLEGE, 
BOTONY, LEFT BANK, TRAX; STRANGLERS/ 
CLUB 57; BAD BRAINS-EVEN WORSE /BOTCNY. 

- FEB 1981 (yellow) LA REPORT, STIMULATORS / 

ROCK LOUNGZ, ALDO'S, LEGZ, STIMULATCRS- 

BAD BRAINS /O23C0 CLUB, WASHINGTON GC. 
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